	Glasgow City Food Plan: Food Economy Working Group

	Thematic Working Group meeting

	Date 
	18th September 2025 11am-12.30pm at Clarice Pears Building, University of Glasgow with an option to join online

	Attendance
	Riikka Gonzalez (GFPP), Rebecca Ricketts (Chamber of Commerce), Jane Carrgomm (City of Glasgow College), David Lyon (GCC), Jay Mansfield (GCC), Molly Doherty (GCC)

	Apologies 
	Dale Todd (Courtyard Pantry), Keith Morrison (City of Glasgow College)

	Brief Overview 
	As decided at the last meeting, we decided to concentrate on updates from couple of chosen projects instead of going through all the actions for this working group. Jane Carrgomm (City of Glasgow College) and David Lyon (GCC) provided updates of their work related to this group.

	Next Meetings
	11-12.30am, Thursday 11th December 2025 at Clarice Pears Building, University of Glasgow or online. 




1.  Welcome and apologies (as per above)
This was the first of four annual meetings for 2025-26. As decided at the last meeting, the future meetings will concentrate on updates from couple of partners to allow time for more informal networking.

2. Note of last meeting 
The note was agreed as accurate. The following updates were provided on things to action:
· There was an action for Kyle from Glasgow Community Food Network to meet with the Abigale Neat Wilson from Civic House about their growing space, but we are not sure if the meeting took place.
· The Healthy Food, Healthy Planed’ funding bid Riikka worked on with Soil Association Scotland was not successful.
· Riikka has been in touch with the Glasgow Mushroom Company to organise a visit and will send details of this to the group very soon.

1. Good Food Nation Update
Riikka gave a brief update of the latest Good Food Nation (GFN) Development.
Relevant authorities (Glasgow City Council and NHSGGC Health Board) need to develop local Good Food Nation Plans. GFPP has already been working with GCC and NHSGGC to prepare for this, including hosting an information event for relevant staff from health board and 6 councils within the health board area. We are currently waiting for the final plan, the proposed plan is currently being scrutinised by the parliament after the consultation period. Our team hopes that any new plans will link to Glasgow City Food Plan to avoid any duplication and to utilise any existing networks and learning from the exiting plan. Relevant authorities are required to run wide-reaching inclusive consultations (with special focus on children and young people) for the local plans that anyone can respond to in due course. 


3. Featured Projects

Place Fund, David Lyon, Glasgow City Council

· Glasgow City Council has a Food Working Group is led by Cllr Elaine McSporran. 
· In August, the group was successful in managing to access capital funding, which was approved by the City Administration Committee. £140,000 worth of capital investment was secured to try and increase the growing space within Glasgow. 
· The Glasgow Food System Development Fund was circulated to a third sector organisations last year to increase the growing spaces. The chosen projects did quite well and this work is being evaluated by Scottish Government's improvement services.
· Currently GCC is trying to establish market gardens and growing spaces, which might be relevant to those working in procurement. Scale and quantity that has been an issue in the past, but this investment can help increase scale and distribution through pantries, community shops etc.; however, this will take time and is part of GCC 5-year plan.
· 8 potential sites owned by GCC and run by 3rd sector organisations have been identified, but final decision is still to be made. 
· Learning from the Kinkeld Farm will be taken on board and possibly duplicated; the farm currently supplies some of the pantries (e.g. Courtyard Pantry).
· Supplier/buyer co-op is also in development. 
· This work will link to local GFN Plans in the future.
· It is important to find out what schools, businesses and pantries actually need.
· Seasonality can be an issue for food waste, but can be addressed by preservation methods, and donating any surplus food to kitchens & community hubs. The Scottish Pantry Network can also turn produce into flat-pack meals. Some of these are currently used by HSCP health improvement departments.
· David will circulate details of the confirmed sites when available. ACTION: David  


Update from the City of Glasgow College, Jane Carrgomm

· The College will be hosting a Public Diner event in the Scholars Restaurant with students and Nourish Scotland on the 6th November. Public Diners are state supported restaurants, similar to British Restaurants that used to exist after the war. Nourish Scotland has been campaigning to bring them to Scotland and is currently piloting them in Dundee. A Public Diners Conference is taking place in Edinburgh on the 16th of October. If you want to find out about the conference outputs, you can sign up to the mailing list: https://lnkd.in/ednzCt-7
· The college has been continuing the delivery of the Food & Sustainability Unit; Zero Waste Scotland is involved with this.
· There is an opportunity for the college to host guest speakers, and Riikka will circulate details of this to the members of the Glasgow Sustainable Food Directory. The college is putting on a large culinary event for hospitality students on the 22nd January, and there is an opportunity to host guest speakers. ACTION: Riikka will follow with Jane Carrgomm & Keith Morrison 
· Rebecca also shared details of a potential speaker, Rebecca Li, who is a great speakers on food waste tips. 
· The College-based restaurants Scholars and the City Bistro are working towards their bronze FFL award.
· The College took part in the ‘Eating Out, Eating Well’ pilot, and is waiting to hear about next steps. The report from the pilot is now available: Eating Out, Eating Well and Children's Code of Practice Pilot Research - Publications - Public Health Scotland.

4. Partner updates and opportunities for collaboration linked 

Rebecca Ricketts 

· Rebecca gave a quick update on the 2026 Commonwealth Games, as she is the Glasgow Chamber contact for the games. It will be a smaller event than the 2014 games with no athlete village or hub planned. George Square being renovated at the moment, and it is not yet clear where most activity will take place. Scottish Government is in charge of the organisation, not GCC. The CEO for the 2026 Games is Phil Batty. There is a chance for caterers to bid for the event, and there will be quite short notice to develop menus. Riikka, Jill Muirie and Jayne Jones from NHSGGC had been sent Food & Drink Framework document for the games, which they were able to comment on.  

Jay Mansfield 

· Jay informed that East Ayrshire Counsil will no longer be using Mossgiel Milk.
· GCC is developing ‘Good Food Glasgow’ market in the city centre and local suppliers can tender to be part of it. The market will open in the new year and Jay circulate details to the group. ACTION: Jay

Riikka Gonzalez
· Riikka informed the group about a new sustainable food market The Railyard Market, which operates near the Kelvinbridge underground every Saturday.
· The launch event for the 4th edition of the Glasgow Sustainable Food Directory will take place on the 16th November in Five March, everyone welcome.
· A Full of Beans Campaign follow-up event, funded by the Adam Smith Business School, will take place at the University of Glasgow on the 25th November.


5. Future meetings dates
· Our next meeting will take place on the 11th December an people can join either in person or online.
· The next Glasgow City Food Plan/Glasgow Food Policy Partnership networking event was booked for 30th October (this will now be rescheduled for the new year).

























	

	 



